As you are reading The Great Gatsby, keep a journal with your responses. The following pages give the assigned topics. Please label each journal entry.

Write BEFORE you begin to read the novel

THE EFFECTS OF WEALTH

The Great Gatsby is about three people who are very wealthy and the effect of that wealth on their lives.

(A) Consider how wealth might affect a person who becomes rich overnight (from winning a lottery, for instance) as compared to a person who is born into a wealthy family.

(B) What are your beliefs regarding the effect of wealth on people?

CHAPTER 1: INDIVIDUALS AND THEIR ENVIRONMENTS

As you read Chapter 1, record your reactions to the characters (Tom, Daisy, Jordan, Nick and Gatsby) and the story’s setting. Note questions that come to mind as you read. As you continue the story you will be able to check your first impressions to see if they are still valid. You will also be able to go back and see if your questions have been answered. (Suggestion: Leave space after each reaction or question so you may make notes of changes in your opinions as the character unfolds.) Answer your own questions as you pick up bits of information in your reading.

CHAPTER 2: INTERPRETATION OF A PASSAGE

Write an interpretation of how the passage below contributes to one of the unit themes. To do this, first draw a picture of the scene described. Next, paraphrase the passage in your own words, and then decide what you think this passage reveals about its speaker, Nick Carraway.

“Yet high over the city our line of yellow windows must have contributed their share of human secrecy to the casual watcher in the darkening streets, and I was him too, looking up and wondering. I was within and without, simultaneously enchanted and repelled by the inexhaustible variety of life.”

CHAPTER 3: LEGENDS

Make a list of all the legends about Gatsby that you find in Chapter Three. Explain why you think no one at the party seems to know him well. Finally, describe Gatsby as he seems to you at this point.

CHAPTER 4: 

BIOGRAPHICAL FACTS
After reading Chapter Four, make a chronological outline of biographical facts about Gatsby’s life, as they are revealed by Jordan and by Gatsby. Leave several blank lines between items so you can fill in what you will learn in future chapters.

PERCEPTIONS

Gatsby is often referred to as “an Oxford man.” Divide a page in your journal into two columns 
(a) In the first column list those characters who think that being an Oxford man is important

(b) In the second column comment on what this term suggests to each character and why you think being an Oxford man is important to each character.
CHAPTER 5: POINT OF VIEW

After reading Chapter Five:

Write an account of the meeting with Gatsby at Nick’s house and subsequent tour of Gatsby’s house from Daisy’s point of view. What does it feel like to see Gatsby after so many years? Write your description in Daisy’s voice and make sure you include the major events of Chapter Five as well as key quotes from the text.

CHAPTER 6: 

MORE BIOGRAPHICAL FACTS
Go back to your chronological outline of biographical facts about Gatsby that you started in Chapter Four. Include additional facts and events you’ve learned from Chapters Five and Six below the timeline. Now compare Gatsby’s version with the story Nick now tells. Comment on this comparison in your journal.

TOM OR GATSBY?

Daisy is appalled by “West Egg.” (a) After locating and studying the passage containing this phrase (near the end of the chapter), explain why this area offends her. (b) Will she choose Gatsby or Tom?

CHAPTER 7: TRIANGLES

In your journal draw as many triangle relationships as you can find in The Great Gatsby. In each case identify the central person of each triangle and the nature of the relationship.

Describe the effects of jealousy on Tom, Gatsby and Myrtle.

CHAPTER 8: A SIGNIFICANT EVENT
Fitzgerald includes the narrative of George Wilson’s last night in this chapter. Comment on why you think the author does this. What is your opinion of George Wilson?

CHAPTER 9: FRIENDLESS

Nick, Mr. Gatz, and the man in the owl-eyed glasses are the only personal acquaintances attending Gatsby’s funeral, none of whom are actually his friends. Why do you think Gatsby was friendless?
