The Great Gatsby

American Dream Activity

The American Dream

What is promised?

What is owed?

What is the reality?

DIRECTIONS:  The American Dream group activity for this unit has three parts:

1. THE POSTER:  In groups, create a poster that represents the two sides of the American Dream--the myths and the realities, i.e., what is promised and what is delivered.  
Make sure that all members are included in the discussion and participate equally in the preparation.

The poster should incorporate the symbols and suggestions of all members.

2. THE PRESENTATION: - Share your poster and your rationale with the class.
Your poster should be large enough to be clearly visible and understandable by all class members. 
Some materials will be provided (butcher paper, colored paper, pens, magazines, tape, glue).  
3.  REFLECTIVE JOURNAL:  After all the groups have presented their findings, compose your own reflective journal in which you present your ideas on the current state of American Dream. You may use previous journals, notes, ideas triggered by posters and discussions, or issues raised elsewhere. 

