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The Great Gatsby

Chapter 9

1. What version of the tragedy appears in the newspapers? How would you account for the fact that this version goes unchallenged and uncorrected?

2. Why does Nick assume responsibility at Gatsby’s house?

3. What explanation would you give for Daisy’s going away? Of Wolfsheim’s behavior and his statements to Nick?

4. Who attends the funeral service and the burial? What are your own feelings as you read Nick’s account of these events?

5. What saves Owl Eyes’ epitaph for Gatsby from being obscenely shocking?

6. How had Gatsby’s father learned of the tragedy? What are your feelings toward the father? To what extent do you think the father knew his son?

7. What led the father to observe that, “Jimmy was bound to get ahead”? What items on the “Schedule” and in the “General Resolves” show that Jimmy Gatz saw the need for self-discipline? That he recognized some of his shortcomings? That he aspired to the finer things of life?

8. From whom had Wilson learned the identity of the owner of the yellow car? How did that person justify these action to Nick?

9. What is Nick’s final judgment of Tom and Daisy? In your opinion, is the judgment fair?

10. At the end, Nick sees an analogy between the reaction of Dutch explorers when they glimpsed the shores of the new world and Gatsby’s reaction when he first picked out the green light at the end of Daisy’s dock. What word does he use to express the reactions? What exactly is the analogy that he is attempting to draw?

