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The Great Gatsby

Chapter 7
1. How does the oppressive heat spell that Nick and others complain about in this chapter reflect what is going on with the characters?

2. How does Tom’s reaction to knowledge of Daisy’s affair with Gatsby compare to George Wilson’s reaction to knowledge that Myrtle is having an affair. What do these responses reveal about each man’s character?

3. Whom does Myrtle Wilson peer at from behind the curtains? Who does she think the woman is? What other eyes keep “vigil” over this scene? Why might Fitzgerald include this image?

4. Why might Fitzgerald have chosen to include the scene of the wedding going on downstairs in the hotel where Nick, Jordan, Gatsby, Daisy and Tom end up in New York City?

5. Does Daisy know whom she loves? Do you believe she is capable of loving anyone? What evidence can you offer to support your assertion? What is your impression of her feelings toward her child?

6. Why does Daisy back down and give in at the hotel when Gatsby is pressing his case with Tom? What makes this situation especially difficult for Daisy?

7. Why does Tom go to some length to establish the fact that the yellow car is not his?

8. How do you feel about Gatsby’s reaction after they have all returned to West Egg and East Egg—his reaction to the accident, to Myrtle, to Daisy’s unavailability to him?

9. Look carefully at the last sentence of the chapter. Why does Nick say, “So I walked away and left him standing there in the moonlight—watching over nothing” (153)? 

