American Literature






The Great Gatsby

American Dream/American Nightmare

     When F. Scott Fitzgerald went abroad in 1924, he claimed his intention was to write a novel that portrayed “the American Dream as dramatically, as passionately, as possible—and at the same time, [hold the American dream] up to moral judgment, to see what lies and terrors lay beneath its garlands and banners and ‘goodtimes.’”

     Critics have said of The Great Gatsby that it “reflects the tragic contradiction between the beauty and innocence of the American idea and the vulgarity and corruption of American life.”

Assignment: This assignment has two parts, a journal reflection and a visual representation of your ideas. 

· Create a visual that represents your vision of this duality of American life. Your poster should capture your personal dream, what you hope to achieve as well as what you see as the “terrors” that loom before you.

· In a one to two page reflection, make explicit what the images in your poster signify and explain why you selected these particular images to represent the duality of your future.  Conclude with a reflection on what it will take for you to achieve the dream and avoid the nightmare. You might use your initial “Dreams” journal as a basis for this reflection. 

Rubric: 25 points maximum awarded for completeness, significance, neatness.

                 Minimum poster size 12 x 14.

Due Date: _____________________

“American Dream/American Nightmare” Assignment Rubric

1. Poster includes images of “beauty and 
Complete 
Mostly Complete
Incomplete

       innocence” as well as “lies and terrors”

2.  Choice of arrangement conveys a clear
Insightful
satisfactory
minimal

       and significant message

3.
Written explanation thoroughly justifies
Insightful
satisfactory
minimal

        choice of images

4.   Project is put together with care

Excellent
satisfactory
minimal

