The Great Gatsby Sorting Activity

1. Rank the major character of the first six chapters--Nick, Tom, Daisy, Jordan, Myrtle, and Gatsby--in terms of what Nick calls the “fundamental decencies” (Cpt I).  Who is the most decent and who is the least? Make an observation. What insights can you gain from this ranking?

2. Rank the major characters of the first six chapters from most sensitive to least sensitive--in terms of what Nick calls their “sensitivity to the promises of life,” their “gift for hope,” their “romantic readiness” (Cpt 1). Make an observation. What insights can you gain from this ranking?

3. Sort the characters into two piles using your own criteria. For example, you might sort on the basis of money (wealthy versus poor). Study the groups you have created. Make three observations of what insights can be drawn from the piles you have created. Repeat this process three times using different criteria each time.

4. Create a character map that reveals the relationship among the characters. Use symbols to represent what you perceive as the connections. What insight can you gain from this map?

